
 

We Have Not Forgotten 

Service of Remembrance on September 11, 2011 at 8:40am 

and 10:45 Varnell United Methodist Church 3485 Hwy 2 

Cohutta, GA 30710 

This September 11th is the 10-year anniversary of the day 

the World Trade Center twin towers fell under terrorist 

attack. We'd like to invite you to join us here in Varnell 

United Methodist Church Sanctuary, at 8:40am and 10:45am 

as we honor the innocent victims and come together for 

comfort, fellowship and worship.   

 



  



We light a candle, in penitence, recognizing that we have not done enough to address the sources of 

anger, hate, dehumanization, rage and indignation that lead to acts of violence 

One:    In our sadness, horror and shock we acknowledge that our own fears turned murderous and we 

have sought revenge, sometimes against even the innocent. 

All:    We confess and regret our own anger and recognize its dangers to our spirits, our health, our 

community, and others. 

One:    In the midst of the aftermath of the events of September 11th, 2001 we have been tempted to 

seek only our own good, hear only our own truth, acknowledge only our own suffering 

All:    We know that peace will come to us and to our children only when the concerns of justice 

anywhere become the subject of political and social will everywhere, and that no justice leads to no 

peace 

One:    In striving for national security and domestic peace we run the risk of confusing might for right 

and participating in the very behaviors we condemn 

All:    Guard and guide our country that in our search for security we may not trample the rights of the 

innocent nor disregard the rule of law. Let us not confuse leadership within the global community as the 

voice for the whole community. 

Repentance means to turn away from wrong deeds. Repentance means choosing instead deeds which 

require moral restraint, and are more beneficial to all persons who suffer. 

We light a candle to light the way to a better world for our children and our children's children, and all 

the children of God. 

One:    We recall with joy the unity we felt in the outpouring of help, kindness, thoughtful words and 

deeds from at home and around the world. 

All:    We must hold firmly to our unity, borne forward now not of tragedy but of loving kindness. 

One:    We place fresh confidence in international organizations and conversations that bring the diverse 

gifts of the world to the problems of poverty, injustice, terror and strife 

All:    We long for wise policies that forego short term gain for long term stability, justice and peace. 

One:    In a year filled with tragedy we dare to hope for an era yet to come in which the slaughter of 

innocents, greed, the ambitions of power, and cultural, racial and religious bigotries are but memories of 

a dim and unenlightened past. 

 

 



Unison Prayer: 

 

God of the ages, before your eyes all empires rise and fall yet you are changeless. Be near us in this age 

of terror and in these moments of remembrance. Uphold those who work and watch and wait and weep 

and love. By your Spirit give rise in us to broad sympathy for all the peoples of your earth. Strengthen us 

to comfort those who mourn and work in large ways and small for those things that make for peace. 

Bless the people and leaders of this nation and all nations so that warfare, like slavery before it, may 

become only a historic memory. We pray in the strong name of the Prince of Peace. Amen. 

 

 

 


